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The Demarcation of the Turco-Persian Frontier

Lands intersected by a narrow forth
Abhor each other. Mountains interposed
Make enemies of nations who had else
Like kindred drops been mingled into one

COWPEK, The Task (Bk. II).
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,N this and the concluding chapter I abandon the diary-
letter recital for another form of narrative, for two
reasons:
(1)  The Foreign Office to whom the British Delegation
of the International Commission reported, did not
require a diary from me, and I did not therefore
keep one.
(2)  The Secretary to the British Delegation, Mr. G, E.
Hubbard, of the Levant Consular Service, has
given the world in his delightfully written book,
From the Gulf to Ararat (1916), a full account of our
proceedings.
The frontier itself is of great antiquity; from Ararat
southwards for some hundreds of miles it follows, in the
main, the great watershed between the Tigris and the
Euphrates to the west, and the Oxus and the inland
lakes of Persia to the east. At some points, such as Kel-
i-Shin, the present boundary line is where it was in the
earliest recorded history of Sumeria and Assyria, At
other points, especially in the region of the foot-hills, it
has moved forwards and backwards, according to the
relative strength of the limitrophe Powers, the stronger
of which was never wiping to restrict its future activities
by a premature demarcation. Frontier incidents aroused
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